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The claim that the summer of 2007 was apocalyptic for Arctic sea ice has recently gone around the globe, 
because the coverage and thickness of the sea ice in the Arctic has been declining steadily over the past few 
decades1. For many scientists this situation appears to be related to global warming (Brönnimann, 2008). In 
2003 a USA research center formulated it this way already: “Recent warming of Arctic may affect worldwide 
climate”2 Not everyone agreed but quarrel: What Arctic Warming?3 

Although there is hardly a convincing reason to neglect the recent warming in the Arctic and the extent of ice 
melt during the summer season, it is not necessarily clear yet, whether the current discussion is based on a 
sound and comprehensive assessment. Climate research should not only deal with Arctic warming based on 
observations made during the last few decades, but at least be extremely interested in other climatic events 
that occurred in modern times, especially if somehow in connection with the situation in the Arctic. Why? 

                                                      
1 Realclimate (web log); david: “Arctic sea ice: is it tipped yet”, the 13th of December 2007. http://www.realclimate.org/index.php 
2 NASA; 23 Oct. 2003; http://www.nasa.gov/centers/goddard/news/topstory/2003/1023esuice.html 
3 Milloy, Steve, 13 Oct. 2005; http://www.foxnews.com/story/0,2933,172188,00.html 




